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Executive Summary  
 

In 2020, Mississippi State Auditor Shad White revealed a nonprofit organization was at the 

center of the largest public fraud scheme in Mississippi history.1 Since then, state agencies 

have continued to pour money into nonprofit organizations, sending over $2 billion from 

Mississippi taxpayers to nonprofit organizations.2  

 

Mississippi continues to send billions to nonprofits, but for years no state agency could say 

who was receiving the money or where it was spent. The Auditor’s office built the first 

system to identify nonprofit recipients of taxpayer money. It has already released two 

reports exposing waste and poor performance by taxpayer-funded nonprofits. 3, 4, 5  

 

As part of these reports, State Auditor Shad White urged taxpayers to report suspected 

waste, fraud, and abuse committed by nonprofits. Following that call, the Auditor’s office 

received a tip about a nonprofit in DeSoto County.   
 

DeSoto County Crime Stoppers, Inc. is an independent local Crime Stoppers branch separate 

from other Mississippi chapters. 6 According to its federal tax filing, DeSoto County Crime 

Stoppers exists to “reduce crime in DeSoto County, MS by providing and promoting a 

service whereby anonymous tips can be received to help solve crimes.”7  
  

Key Finding: Since 2015, taxpayers have sent DeSoto County Crime Stoppers more than 

$400,000. Records show over 60% of that money—roughly $240,000—paid salary 

expenses. Further records show the organization has only paid one employee for years. 

Additionally, the organization could not produce a single record showing it received a 

tip, passed a tip to law enforcement, or paid a reward in the last decade. The 

organization even paid to limit public view of one of its tip-reporting phone numbers. 
 

Recommendation: The Mississippi Office of the State Auditor recommends DeSoto County 

government officials continue withholding funds from DeSoto County Crime Stoppers and 

identify how to move forward with a functional crime-fighting organization.8 The Auditor’s 

office continues recommending the legislature create stronger reporting requirements for 

nonprofits receiving taxpayer money.  

 
1 See press release. 
2 See dashboard. 
3 See press release. 
4 See press release. 
5 See reports. 
6 See Mississippi Department of Public Safety resource. 
7 See appendix. 
8 See article. 

https://www.osa.ms.gov/news/auditor-arrests-former-director-dhs-and-co-conspirators-largest-public-embezzlement-case-state
https://www.osa.ms.gov/reports/non-profit-spending
https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/08/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-stops-wasteful-grantmaking/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2025/02/at-usaid-waste-and-abuse-runs-deep/
https://www.osa.ms.gov/reports/audit-reports
https://www.dps.ms.gov/crime-stoppers
https://www.desototimes.com/news/cities-stop-payments-to-crime-stoppers/article_37e2faed-db57-4e2b-ba1d-f454e1c30c33.html


Background 
 

Crime Stoppers USA 
 

Crime Stoppers USA is a popular nationwide nonprofit which partners with law enforcement 

agencies to stop crime, and local chapters of the organization usually offer reward money 

for tips about local crimes and criminals.9 According to the organization, offering rewards 

produces more tips than would otherwise be given to the police.10 Funding for local Crime 

Stoppers chapters usually comes from private fundraising.11 A recent example of a successful 

Crime Stoppers tip is the arrest of an escapee from a May 2025 jailbreak in New Orleans. 12 

The arrest capped off a five-month, multi-state manhunt.   
 

DeSoto County Crime Stoppers, Inc. 
 

DeSoto County borders Memphis, Tennessee, which is one of the most crime-ridden cities in 

the United States. In 2024, Memphis had the highest crime rate among major cities in the 

United States.13 Local officials in DeSoto County have long expressed concern about crime 

spilling across the state line.14, 15 
 

Local governments have funded DeSoto County Crime Stoppers since the early 1990s when 

Memphis crime was at then-record levels.16, 17 A legislatively authorized interlocal agreement 

allowed DeSoto County’s municipal and county law enforcement agencies to provide 

funding to DeSoto County Crime Stoppers, Inc.18 Figure 1 shows the government entities 

who have provided funding to the DeSoto County Crime Stoppers.19 
 

 
9 See resource. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 See article. 
13 See article. 
14 See article. 
15 See article. 
16 See appendix. 
17 See article. 
18 See appendix. 
19 Map source: Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, (c) OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User 
Community 

https://www.crimestoppersusa.org/profile/
https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/crime/new-orleans-jail-escape/derrick-groves-in-possible-standoff-with-police-in-atlanta/289-5a0fc029-ea1b-44d0-9bb7-a57282e3feef
https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/5470828-fbi-data-violent-crime-cities/
https://desotocountynews.com/desoto-county-news/memphis-man-sentenced-to-18-years-for-fentanyl-trafficking-in-desoto-county/?utm
https://desotocountynews.com/desoto-county-news/operation-close-the-door-addresses-southaven-crime-theft-from-memphis/?
https://apnews.com/general-news-8240da6ac4f8480cbb3abd0f57b9d24f


 

As Figure 1 shows, citations issued by the DeSoto County Sheriff’s Office, Southaven Police 

Department, Olive Branch Police Department, Horn Lake Police Department, and Hernando 

Police Department have been used to fund DeSoto County Crime Stoppers. Through 

individual agreements, money from misdemeanor convictions (like speeding violations, petty 

theft, etc.) in these respective jurisdictions flowed to DeSoto County Crime Stoppers, Inc.20 

  

 
20 See appendix. 

Figure 1 
 

 



Analysis 
 

The Mississippi Office of the State Auditor examined documents DeSoto County Crime 

Stoppers, Inc. provided along with other documents analysts identified. Analysts determined 

DeSoto County Crime Stoppers received over $400,000 in fees from local law enforcement 

agencies from 2015 to 2025.21 DeSoto County Crime Stoppers produced limited 

documentation showing how it spent this money. For example, bank records provided by 

DeSoto County Crime Stoppers account for only $50,000 in financial assets in 2023, but its 

federal tax filings show it held over $100,000 in financial assets that year.22 
 

Desoto County Crime Stoppers could not produce any evidence showing it ever received or 

processed tips. Notably, DeSoto County Crime Stoppers provided no evidence it received a 

tip about local crime or paid an award for such tip in the last decade. Bank records labeled 

“reward account” show only a monthly charge for paper bank statements. DeSoto County 

Crime Stoppers records show regular expenses for salary and other services.23 Figure 2 

shows DeSoto County Crime Stoppers paid over $240,000 in salary, over 60% of its 

spending since 2015.24  
 

  
 

21 Ibid. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 

Figure 2 
 

 

$243,387 

$140,184 

Salary Expenses All Other Spending



Records provided to the Auditor’s office show DeSoto County Crime Stoppers spent 

thousands of dollars on two phone lines meant to collect tips, including extra fees to keep 

one number unpublished.25 In both 2023 and 2024, it bought 3,000 calendars and paid over 

$600 each year to ship them just 13 miles from Hernando to its Horn Lake address. The 

organization also spent thousands of dollars on automobile insurance in 2023 and 2024.26 
 

Conclusion 
 

Records show DeSoto County Crime Stoppers received hundreds of thousands of dollars 

from taxpayers since 2015, the majority of which were used to pay salary expenses. 

Additional expenditures included auto insurance, a mobile phone line, and another 

unpublished phone line. The organization was unable to provide records showing it had 

received, processed, or paid rewards on any crime tips over the past decade. These findings 

demonstrate the limited accountability measures in place for nonprofit organizations 

receiving public funds.27 
 

The Mississippi Office of the State Auditor continues to recommend stronger oversight of 

nonprofits spending taxpayer money. Such organizations should be required to submit 

documentation verifying the amount of public funds received and the outcomes achieved 

with those funds. These records should be filed, under penalty of perjury, with the 

Mississippi Department of Finance and Administration or the Secretary of State’s office. 
 

Mississippians should report any instances of nonprofits wasting taxpayer funds from state 

agencies to the Auditor’s office by emailing nonprofitwaste@osa.ms.gov or calling 601-576-

2800. 

  

 
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid. 
27 See report. 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.osa.ms.gov/sites/default/files/osa/files/reports/252025%20Mississippi%20Non-Profit%20Spending%3A%20%20Part%202.pdf


Appendix 
DeSoto County Crime Stoppers, Inc. 
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This report is published under the provisions of Miss. Code Section 7-7-211, whereby the Department of 

Audit has a duty to audit and investigate the financial affairs of profit or nonprofit business entities 
administering programs financed by funds flowing through the State Treasury or through any of the 

agencies of the state, or its subdivisions. 
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