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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF DESOTO COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI

STATE OF MISSISSIPPI
v CAUSE NO: CR2024-1166CWD

LINDSAY WHITESIDE

FILED

DE§0 oY MS
ORDER OF RECUSAL OCT 21 2075

lal K
CIRCUIT COURT CLERK

When a judge’s ability to be fair and impartial might reasonably be questioned. whether

true or not, recusal becomes appropriate.

Since the sentencing hf:ai*ing in this case, which was conducted on October 13, 2025,
there has been a significant amount of traditional media coverage as well as social media
coverage of the case and segments of testimony that transpired in the heaving. The heightened
level of public interest in the cutcome of this case seems to have occurred. at l"casv‘t, inpart. as a
result of a press contérence and other public releases Q‘f."‘iﬁf’carjﬂmriam in the case by DeSoto
County ’Di.s!rimi Attorney Matthew Barton. [n the Court’s opinion. Barton has been sclective and
decidedly unnuanced in his portrayal of information in the ﬁa&;ez. Barton’s impressions :,'eg;as'r:iing
the case have heen parroted not only by internet “influencers”, but also by numercus. atlegedly

- responsible, news outlets who don’t seem to have conducted any of their own research,

Barton complains of the Court's iflegal semence, presunably itegadly Tenient. Or maybe

not. 1" the defendant is not legally eligible to be placed on house arrest, she could have received
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probation with no period of incarceration (incarceration being the three years of house arrest ). It
“cannot be presumed that Barton would have preferred the Court sentence the defendant o the:
| legal sentence of probation alone. The implication is that Barton would never knawi‘x‘xgiy 3}?0&\?‘
omething like this to happen as a prosecutor: And yet. there are uxampi s of cases in DeSoto
County where Barton’s office has actually initiated sentencing recommendations o the Courtin
sex o ‘imdu cases that were illegal sentences, asking the Court to sentence sex offenders to far

~less than the minimum allowed by law,

There is often dmaurummn with a judge’s raling in a given matter, In this case the
dis:’agr‘cr:gxn@np has become extreme. In the courl’s opinion, part of this extremity has been
precipitated by Barton’s apparent desire for a high and very public media profile. There is
certainly nothing itlegal, maybe not even unethical or improper, about the manner i which
Barton promotes his personal views regarding the di,Sp'OSﬁiDﬂ of cagz:.s:.‘ However, since this

behavior can result in bringing unusually high attention directed at people involved in the case,

including some witnesses as well as the judge. the ability of the judge to continue o preside
impartially over the case might reasonably be questioned. regardless of w huhu such m;upuun

1 accurite:

The Court is mindful that this is an unusual step to take. and it should be. If judges are
wi lffs)‘g 1o remove themselves fr%‘rm;i;ases st_)léiy‘ as a result of eriticism {ram & prosecuior, then
 prosecutors could keep getting judges removed. merely by criticizing ther in a public foram,
and eventualiy land on a judge who will do what the prosecutor wishes. At that ;m:ﬁ:m. the role of
judge and prosecutor will have become blurred, rather than completely separate. This
approximates the manrier in which courts operate in anthoritarian reghmes, such as North Korea.

and Tran, However, in this particular case, the Cowrt's fo eus is in the pubtic sertinient that ig
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heing expressed to the point that the undersipned Judge’s taimess and mmpartiality has been

guestioned and likely will continue to be guestioned,

FFor the faregoing reasons, the Court hereby recuses itself sua sponre from further
involvement in this case. as well as any other cases: it any, prosecuted by Matthew Barton or
others in his office in DeSoto County. Mississippi. The clerk is directed 1o provide a copy of this
Order of Recusal to the Mississippi Supreme Court, in order for a new judge to be appointed in

s case.

-

-~

' 3
SO ORDERED and ADJUDGED, this the ,Mé V" dav of October, 2025

(i i

SPECIAL CIRCUIT COURT JUDGE
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